
Upcoming Events for January and February, 2010 
 

January Member Meeting                        Annual Dinner Meeting                       February Dinner Meeting    

Fireside Room, January 28                             Fireside Room                                   Speaker:  Kish Rajan 

Ron Wetterñspeaker on National                     February 25                              Walnut Creek City Councilman            

Health Care Legislation                        Social Hour 5 pm Dinner 6 pm 

Ron Wetter, Manager of 

Community & Government 

Relations for Kaiser Perma-

nenteôs Diablo Service Area, 

ð will speak to the Rossmoor De-

mocratôs membership meeting on January 28 at 7:30 

pm. Refreshments will be served from 7 to 7:30 and 

the meeting will be held in Fireside Room at Gateway. 

     Ronôs remarks will present a basic overview of key 

components of the national healthcare bill as it contin-

ues its way through a joint House/Senate committee in 

Washington. He will focus on likely effects to Medi-

care. Ron believes that unintended consequences are 

inevitable with legislation as comprehensive as the 

national bill currently under consideration. 

Ron has spent his Bay Area-based regulatory/

community relations career focusing on policy analy-

sis and implementation. Before joining Kaiser Perma-

nente, where he also teaches a class entitled ñThe 

Business of Health Care and the Road Ahead,ò he 

worked for both Contra Costa County and PG&E. 

He lives in Walnut Creek with his wife, Terri, and 

their 17-year-old son, Alex. 
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Kish Rajan, Walnut Creek City 

Councilman, will speak at our February 

25 meeting.  Join us at the Fireside Room at 

Gateway for a gourmet dinner and update 

from Kish on local government issues. 

He was elected to his first term on the City 

Council in November, 2008.  He previously served as 

chair of the Walnut Creek Transportation Commission.  

     Kish is a graduate of UC Berkeley with a Bachelor of 

Arts in United States History and later earned a J.D. 

from Golden Gate University School of Law.   

     He has worked in the mobile technology industry for 

13 years.  Today, he is director of North America Mo-

bile Sales with SanDisk Corporation, where he directs a 

team of account managers and marketing resources.   

     Currently, he serves on the committees on Housing 

and on Youth/Families.  He also serves on a special 

Task Force to improve parking in the downtown area. 

      Kish and his wife Evie met at DVC in 1990.  They 

married in 1996 and now have three children. 
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Democrats of Rossmoor Officers 2010 

 
President  Otto Schnepp 945-6721 

                      schnepp@usc.edu 

1st Vice President Irv Katuna 943-1567 

                                                 thelving@yahoo.com 

2nd Vice President           Emily Ehm  943-7610 

         rogerehm@sbcglobal.net  

Secretary                          Mary Lou Schram 977-9389 

                                                 marylouschram@comcast.net 

Treasurer                         Mary Harvey 952-9040 

                                                 mhmaryharvey@gmail.com 

 
Directors and Committee Chairs 2010 

E-mail Coordinator                               Otto Schnepp     945-6721 

Hospitality Co-Chair       Paula Weil        933-3343  

                                                            Elaine McGrath   944-9767 

Political Mailings                                     Kurt Loebel   943-6114 

Membership and  

       Activities Council                                Emily Ehm   943-7610 

Newsletter Editors                                        Al Darby    926-0178 

                                                              Marilyn Davin   979-9887 

Political Action                               Mary Lou Schram   977-9389 

Program                        Jerry Kaluski   937-4508 

Publicity                                  Marilyn  Davin   979-9887    

Social Committee                                Irene McKeever  932-6475 

Voter Registration 

    and Volunteer Coordinator                   Jean Geyer    323-6183                     
 
          

Newsletter Staff ï 2010 
Editor Layout:   Al Darby   

Editor Copy:  Marilyn Davin 

Club Contributors:   Emily Ehm, Otto Schnepp, 

     . Mary Lou Schram, Shirley Allen, Irene McKeever 

Circulation:   Shirley Allen, Joan Motes, Mary Sutliff 

 

 
Board Meetings:  First Friday (except December - 

no meeting), Delta Room, Del Valle, 10:00 am 

 

Monthly Member Meetings:  Fourth Thursday except  

November (third Thursday) and Decemberðno meeting. 

Fireside Room, Gateway, 7:00 pm social hour; 7:30 pm meeting 

and program except March & November, Diablo Room. Hillside    

Dinner Meetings:  February, May, September (BBQ) 

Program Committee:  Call 937-4508 for information. 

President 

Barack Obama 
The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave  Washington, DC 20500 

202 456-1414 

Email: www.whitehouse.gov/contact  (NEW) 

 

United States Senate 

Barbara Boxer (D), 1700 Montgomery St. #240 

San Francisco, CA 94111,  415 403-0700 

Email: www.boxer@senate.gov/contact 

 

Dianne Feinstein  (D), 331 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20510, 202 224-3841  

or One Post St. Suite 2450, San Francisco, CA 94104, 

415 393-0707.  Email:  Use form on www.feinstein@senate.gov 

 

House of Representatives 

John Garamendi (D) 
2459 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

202 225-1880     925 932-8899   

Email: Use www.garamendi@house.gov 

____________________________________________________ 

Governor 

Arnold Schwarzenegger, 

Constituent Affairs, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814 

Email:  www.governor@governor.ca.gov   
 
State Senator 

Mark DeSaulnier (D-7th Senate District) 

State Capitol, Room 5050     916 651-4784   925 602-6593 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Email:  www.senaor.desaulnier@senate.ca.gov 
 
State Assembly Member  (NOT IN OUR DISTRICT)  
Tom Torlakson (D)   (Running for State Supt. Public Instruction) 

State Capitol, 10th & L St., Rm. 4162, Sac. 95814 

P.O. Box 21636, Concord, CA 94521 

Email:  www.tomtorlakson.com 
 
State Assembly Member 

Joan Buchanan  (D - 15th Assembly District) 

Capitol Office:  State Capitol 

P.O. Box 942849, Sacramento, CA 95814 

916 319-2015 
 
County Supervisor:  Gail Uilkema 925 335-1046 

Walnut Creek City Mayor:  Gary Skrel 925 943-5800 

DISCLAIMER:  The articles written here by club members or 

others do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the club. 
Submit Articles To:  Marilyn Davin, email:  

mgdavin@gmail.com or contact her at 925 979-9887.  
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PLEASE  NOTE: 

All directorsô and chairsô addresses and phone numbers are in 

the Rossmoor Directory 

HOW TO CONTACT OUR ELECTED  

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS  
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       Thanks to the efforts of Jerry Kaluski, our 
chair of the Program Committee, we 
have concluded a successful year of 
membersô meetings with a series of 
distinguished speakers.  Jerry will 
continue his valuable contributions 
into the new year.  He will be chal-
lenged to match his achievements of 
last year.  I understand that Arlene 
will support Jerry as a member of the 
Committee.  The Club elected a new 

Board with both some of us who were around last year 
and some new faces.  Al Darby has taken responsibility 
for the production of the newsletter, ñThe Rossmoor 
Democratò as co-editor for production.  Al is vice presi-
dent of the Retired Public Employees Association of 
California, and in that capacity has had experience with 
formatting newsletters.  Marilyn Davin is a recent and 
valuable addition to our Club.  Her parents were active 
residents of Rossmoor and former officers of the De-
mocrats of Rossmoor.  She is an enthusiastic and dedi-
cated Democrat and has had a great deal of experience 
writing and copy editing.  She will serve as co-editor for 
content.  Thelma and Irv Katuna have retired from their 
hospitality role, which has been taken over by Elaine 
McGrath and Paula Weil.  I wish to express my per-
sonal gratitude to the members of last yearôs Board and 
to the new Board for their willingness to serve the com-
munity and accept the responsibilities of directors.  Our 
Club could not function and provide the programs and 
activities we all enjoy without their services.  

We had a successful New Membersô Luncheon, 
attended by 25 new members and directors, for a total 
of 37.  Eric Anschutz and his wife Sidsel, were invited 
guests, and Eric said some kind and encouraging words.  
I introduced the Board members and some made appro-
priate remarks explaining their responsibilities.  I out-
lined what I saw as challenges for the next year and I 
will return to this subject in more detail below.  We also 
installed   Officers and Directors and recognized our 
volunteers.  This affair was attended by a total of 60.  
Eric Anschutz, our distinguished member, officiated 
and spoke of his belief that peace can be best attained 
and maintained by returning U.S. military from the 100 
countries to which they are presently deployed, and by 
applying its resources to nation-building at home. 

2010 is an election year and many offices will 
be contested.  Barbara Boxer will require our support 
for her re-election campaign to defend her Senate seat, 
and John Garamendi will stand for re-election to his 
House seat in Congress to which he was recently 
elected.  Boxer will face serious and well-funded com-
petition by Carly Fiorina, who was forced out as CEO 
by the Board of Hewlett-Packard with a golden para-
chute valued at over $20 million.  The Governorôs posi-
tion will be up for election and it seems that Jerry 
Brown, a past Governor, is the only viable Democratic 
candidate on the horizon.   The Republican opponent is 
most likely to be Meg Whitman, a successful corporate 
executive who developed eBay and served as its CEO 
for 10 years.  Tom Torlakson, now a Democratic mem-
ber of the State Assembly, will run for the post of State 
Superintendent of Education.  Additional offices on dif-
ferent levels will be open for competition, among them 
that of State Attorney General, which will require a De-

mocratic primary.  Carlyn Obringer, the vice president 
of the Lamorinda Club, attempted to organize a forum 
for the four declared Democratic candidates for that of-
fice, but only succeeded in obtaining the commitment of 
one, Alberto Torrico, the Director of Majority Affairs in 
the State Assembly. Our Board approved our Clubôs co-
sponsorship of that event, but Carlyn decided to cancel 
her plan for the forum in view of the lack of response. 

We are all puzzling over the question of just 
what the big banks think they are doing.  According to 
many reports, these giants behave as if nothing has hap-
pened, handing out billions in bonuses to their staff 
members who speculate in the worldôs money markets 
with abandon, just as they did before the collapse of the 
stock market, the bursting of the real estate bubble and 
the threat of total implosion of the entire financial sys-
tem.  And these bankers are the very ones whom we 
have good reason to blame for the financial crisis which 
the country and the whole world has suffered and con-
tinues to suffer from.  President Obama has chided ñfat 
cat bankersò for their excesses just a year after they 
were bailed out by the federal government to the tune of 
tens of billions of tax-payer money.  The New York 
Times, on December 16, published the results of an in-
vestigation by their reporters.  They interviewed nearly 
20 current and former Goldman Sachs partners and con-
cluded that the bank is ñdriven by hard-charging traders 
like Mr. Lloyd C. Blankfein, the bankôs  CEO, who wa-
ger vast sums in world markets in hopes of quick prof-
its.ò  Further, the interviewees indicated that ñdiscreet 
bankers who give advice to corporate clients and help 
them raise capital ï once a major source of earnings for 
Goldman ï have been eclipsed.ò  In other words, the 
traditional banking activities which are essential for the 
workings of productive corporations have been de-
emphasized in favor of speculative and risky transac-
tions.  And these giant financial enterprises are today 
even bigger than they were a year ago when they were 
judged ñtoo big to failò and subsequently needed to be 
saved by public resources when threatened with col-
lapse.  Also, they engage today in speculations that are 
at least as perilous as those that brought our financial 
system to the edge of the abyss a year ago!  Let us hope 
that the Obama administration and Congress will resist 
the pressure of an army of lobbyists and impose suffi-
ciently strict regulation on the banks to prevent a repeti-
tion of this disaster. 

The final shape of the Health Care Reform Bill 
will be determined in the House-Senate Conference 
Committee after Congress returns from the New Year 
recess.  Everyone agrees that no similar bill has come 
this close to adoption ever, despite strenuous attempts 
by Democratic and Republican presidents during the 
past 40 years.  Let us hope that the final bill will be 
completed and signed by President Obama.  Whatever 
its drawbacks and limitations, the adoption of the 
Health Care Reform Bill will signal a decisive step for-
ward and an important victory for the Democratic pro-
gram and for the people of the United States. 

President Otto Schneppõs Message  



WRONG ON AFGHANISTAN?  
Shirley Allen 

 We arenôt as pleased with our government as we 

were last January.  President Obama is being blamed 

from all sides of the political spectrum for several per-

ceived failures.  Those of us who want him to succeed 

donôt know whether to support his policies even if we 

disagree or whether to actively oppose them in the hope 

of setting him on a better course.   

 The reasons for withdrawing our troops from 

Afghanistan as soon as possible are so compelling that 

it is hard to accept his decision to send 30,000 more 

troops.  No matter what we do, we canôt ñwinò in Af-

ghanistan, even if we fight for ten years, because we 

cannot change the traditional culture in a country that is 

largely illiterate, very poor, and devoted to a demanding 

religion. Besides, they hate us for deserting them after 

we helped them defeat the Russians and again after 

switching our main effort to Iraq.  We have imposed a 

corrupt government on them and killed many citizens.  

These are just the most obvious arguments against fur-

ther involvement in a war bequeathed to us by the pre-

vious administration. 

 Although Obama has consistently said, as a can-

didate and as president, that the war against Al Qaeda is 

necessary for our safety, we hoped that he would 

change this war to a police action against terrorists, sup-

ported by the international community, while lending 

aid to Afghanistan to rebuild what the war has de-

stroyed.  Itôs hard to believe that a man of peace would 

choose a surge in armed force. 

 Those who want to continue to trust Obamaôs 

judgment and believe in his desire for peace have to 

look at his decision from a broader perspective.  He 

knows all the facts that we know, but perhaps we have-

nôt taken into account all the factors that were involved 

in his decision. 

 My first thought was, ñMaybe he knows some-

thing we donôt.ò  Perhaps there is a vital pipeline that 

has to be protected or built.  Perhaps our troops are 

needed near the Pakistan border in case Pakistanôs gov-

ernment fails and its nuclear armaments are likely to fall 

into the hands of the extremists. The Pakistan people 

distrust us as allies of India, their worst enemy, so the 

present government has to conceal our role in the border 

bombings.  They are sitting on a powder keg.     

 My second thought was that Obama is a politi-

cian like my hero Franklin Roosevelt. Against heavy 

odds, Roosevelt stayed in power for four terms because 

of his political skill. His two bad mistakes were packing 

the Supreme Court and his effort in 1936 to win over 

the Conservative Coalition in Congress by curbing gov-

ernment spending and trying to balance the budget, a 

policy that caused an extension of the Depression.  In 

both cases he took shortcuts to his goals instead of us-

ing his political skill to achieve them. 

 What political dangers might Obama have seen 

in a prompt withdrawal of our troops from Afghanistan?   

The first result would be a revolt of the generals.  They 

gave Obama four choices. None mentioned withdrawal.  

Our NATO allies who have invested blood and treasure 

trusting in our leadership would be angry about a sud-

den defection.  In the eyes of the world, Americaôs 

strength would be diminished.  Afghans who have stur-

dily supported our presence would suffer a merciless 

blood-letting. Extremist Muslims throughout the world 

would be strengthened.  Any attack on American citi-

zens, like the one on the Detroit-bound plane, would be 

blamed on Obamaôs failure to fight the extremists. Re-

publicans would have little trouble in regaining seats in 

this yearôs election. 

 I am sure that I have missed many thoughts that 

contributed to Obamaôs decision, but just these have 

given me pause. Letôs wait and see what develops.  Per-

haps Obamaôs July, 2011, withdrawal date will become 

a firm commitment.  We will not be able to withdraw as 

victors, but we might leave in a peaceful settlement that 

wonôt forfeit the respect of other nations. 
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Political Action Donations Requesté 

to help defeat some high-profile and well financed Republi-

can candidates for Senate, Congress, Governor, Attorney 

General and State Legislature.  To contribute to this special 

PAC fund, send check to Mary Harvey, 2308 Tice Creek 

Dr. Apt. 3, WC 94595 or include with member dues form. 



Announcing 

The Democratic Club of Rossmoor  

Thursday, February 25, 2010 
 

Fireside RoomðGateway 
 

Social Hourð5pm 
 

Dinnerð6pm 
 

Catered by Simple Elegance Catering 
 

Cost:  $25.00 members    $27.00 non-members 
 

Appetizers:  Stuffed Mushrooms, Teriyaki Meatballs, Assorted Miniature Quiches 
 

Salad Serviceðserved family styleðFresh Caesar Salad 

Assorted Rolls and Butter 
 

Choice of Entrée:  Grilled Breast of Chicken, Grilled Salmon w/Bernaise Sauce, 

or Stuffed Portabella Mushroom 
 

All entrees served with wild rice pilaf, fresh sauté of vegetables (medley of squashes, carrots, 

and broccoli) 
 

Dessert:  New York Cheesecake with Raspberry Sauce 
 

Coffee and Hot Tea 

ANNUAL ROSSMOOR DEMOCRATIC CLUB FEBRUARY DINNER MEETING  

Fireside RoomðGateway February 25,   Social Hour 5pm     Dinner 6pm  
 

Member Name(s) ___________________________ Guest Name(s)____________________________ 

Choice of Entrée: ____________/____________   Choice of Entrée: _____________/_____________ 

Member:  $25.00      Non-Member $27.00     Total Amt. Submitted $ ______   Reserve by Feb. 20 
 

Please submit your check to:  Democrats of Rossmoorðsend to Mary Harvey, 2308 Tice Creek 

Drive, Apt. 3 Walnut Creek, CA 94595 or put it in Democrat Box at Gateway Office 
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TAKE PART IN RE-DRAWING  

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS 

                                                      By Mary Lou Schram 

  

There has been a constant stream of criticism of the effectiveness of our Legislature.  Would you like to 

do something about it? 

  

 Proposition 11, spearheaded by Common Cause, passed in last Novemberôs election and created a Citi-

zenôs Redistricting Commission of 14 members.  The time has come to choose the citizens. State Auditor 

Elaine Howle has begun accepting applications. You could be a Commission member. 

  

 By law, California redistricting has to be done every ten years, adapting the districts to changes in popula-

tion.  In the past, the new lines for Senate and Assembly districts, as well as the Board of Equalization, have been 

drawn by lawmakers.  This has resulted in the districts reaching stranger and stranger shapes as the politicians 

hammer out compromises that protect voting blocs.   

  

Not only are the shapes strange but this system has resulted in safe districts for each party which then 

never change hands.  Not one of the stateôs 120 legislative seats changed hands in 2004 or 2006 elections, and 

only four changed hands last year. This paralysis is blamed for making it impossible to solve Californiaôs budget 

problems. 

  

The required composition of the commission is five Democrats, five Republicans and four others.  No leg-

islators or party officials are permitted.   

  

Diversity is encouraged.  The ability to work with others and across party lines is important.  New maps 

will need to be approved by at least nine of the 14 members, including three from each of the three blocks.  Mem-

bers will be paid $300 a day for each day worked.  The application deadline is February 12. 
  

Applications are available at: www.redistrictinglines.ca.gov 

  

Other information is available at:  www.redistrictingca.org 
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